
NATIVITY BVM CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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Established by the Irish Sisters of Mercy in 1956
Enrolling students in K2 through 6th grades

Our Mission... 
Guided and nourished by the word of God, Nativity BVM

Catholic School welcomes all and inspires academic
achievement while forming disciples of Christ.

A Home for Generations of Students



ACADEMICS

Principal:  Traci E.  Kessler,  Ed.S.  (Nativi ty alumna) 

13 l icensed educators on staff

10 educators with Master 's  Degrees

5 National Board Cert i f ied educators

10 Project Read trained educators

9 addit ional education support  staff

1 cert i f ied gif ted educator

1 cert i f ied special  education educator

1 annual nat ional ly normed academic assessment for grades 2-6 

For the 2021/2022 school year,  our 2nd-6th grade students tested

1.6 grade levels higher than the national average. 

Specif ical ly,  our outgoing 6th grade class tested 2.4 grade levels

higher than the national average. Those same 6th grade students

had a grade level equivalency of 10th grade for wri t ing! 

 

Accredited by Cognia and 

The Mississ ippi Department of Education

  

ACADEMIC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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PRESCHOOL

K2 is  led by Mrs.  Kim Audo who has a BS in

Psychology and has completed coursework 

K3 is  led by Mrs.  L indsay I l l ich who has a BS

K4 is  led by Mrs.  Marie Papale who has 20+

years of experience teaching our four year

olds.  

    for  a Master 's  Degree in Education.

    in Chi ld and Family Sciences with an 

    emphasis in Chi ld Development.

Nativi ty BVM Cathol ic School 's  preschool opened in 1995. Our preschool

program is proud that 100% of our teachers are trained in Project Read, a

reading curr iculum that appl ies sound/symbol knowledge to spel l ing and

reading comprehension using targeted mult isensory activi t ies and direct

instruct ion. Our curr iculum prior i t izes hands-on learning, learning through

movement and play, and introduces students to a variety of f ine and gross

motor,  social ,  sel f -help and language bui lding ski l ls .  

Each classroom has a ful l - t ime assistant teacher.
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"Play is really the work of childhood." -Fred Rogers



RELIGION & CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

Mrs. Lauren El l is ,  our Campus Minister,

plays a vi tal  role in the fai th formation

of our students.  She teaches Theology

of the Body  in grades K-6 and also

plans our twice monthly seminary

meetings.  Seminary meetings are a

chance for older students to walk in

faith with our younger students.

Faith is  at the center of  Nativi ty BVM Cathol ic School.  Our days

begin and end with prayer and rel igion is  taught in our classes

dai ly.  Christ ian values of love, patience, kindness & fai thfulness

center our days and form the basis for al l  we do within our

school wal ls .  Al l  our rel igion classes use Christ  In Us textbooks

except our 2nd grade, which uses Dynamic Cathol ic's  Blessed

First  Communion and Blessed First  Reconci l iat ion  in 

order to prepare for these Sacraments.  
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PK3 and PK4 fol low The Miss iss ippi  Ear ly Learning Standards for

Classrooms Serving Three and Four-year-old Chi ldren.

Grades K-6 fol low The Miss iss ippi  Col lege and Career-Readiness

Standards  which out l ine the sk i l l s  and knowledge expected of

students f rom grade to grade and subject to subject.

Al l  textbook ser ies have been replaced within the past f ive

years.  Students are issued a set of textbooks to aid in their

learning process.  

Reading: Journeys  i s  a comprehensive K-6 Engl ish Language

Arts program. I t  provides an instruct ional system for reading

both l i terature and informational texts ,  for  acquir ing

foundational reading sk i l l s ,  and for developing mastery of

speaking, l i s tening and wr i t ing. Project Read  i s  introduced in

PK3 and taught in PK4-2nd grades.

Grammar & Writ ing: Voyages in Engl ish for  grades 3-6 al igns

with nat ional academic standards and the National Counci l

of  Teachers of Engl ish Standards.  This  ser ies ensures mastery

of sk i l l s  and empowers students to become cr i t ical  th inkers

and effect ive wr i ters ,  speakers and l i s teners.

Mathematics:  EnVis ion Math  used in K-6 combines problem-

based learning and visual  learning to deepen students’

conceptual math understanding.

Science & Social  Studies:  Studies Weekly  i s  in a student-

f r iendly per iodical  format and robust onl ine learning

platform that i s  al igned to state standards and framework.

Scholast ic News  and teacher-made units  are used in

kindergarten and 1st  grade.

CURRICULUM, TEXTBOOKS & MATERIALS:
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/teaching-foundational-reading-skills


SPECIAL SERVICES

Inclus ion and resource services are provided by Ms.  Rachel

DiMauro. Ms.  DiMauro has a Master of Education, dual

cert i f icat ion in E lementary Ed (K-8) and Special  Education, and is

Nat ional Board Cert i f ied in l i teracy. 

Our program is  an approved Educable Chi ld program by

Miss iss ippi  Department of Education and services chi ldren in

grades K-6.  

Indiv idual Service Plans ( ISP) are wr i t ten for students that qual i fy

for serv ices.  Included are indiv idual goals ,

accommodations/modif icat ions to content,  and supports  to ass ist

with access ing the general  curr iculum. 

Speech Therapy (art iculat ion only) i s  provided by the Bi lox i  Publ ic

School Dist r ict  for  students in K-6.

Al l  s tudents are screened in 2nd grade. Those that score in the top

percent i les are referred for IQ test ing. 

A student that has an IQ of 120 or h igher qual i f ies for  the program.

Special  Education Program:

Nativ i ty BVM Cathol ic School began i ts  resource program over 40

years ago in order to make a Cathol ic education avai lable to the

vast major i ty of chi ldren. In 2002, a generous donation f rom Mr.

Victor Mavar enabled us to bui ld a wing onto our school to house our

special  education program and provide for i ts  cont inuity.

 

Gifted Education Program:

Since 2017, Mrs.  Z ina Puzz has taught our gi f ted education program.

Mrs.  Puzz has a Master of Education degree and is  cert i f ied in Art

Education (K-12),  E lementary Education (K-6),  and Gifted Education

(K-12.)  The students in grades 2-6 pract ice cr i t ical  th inking sk i l l s ,

creat ive exercises,  and access subjects not taught in the general

education classroom.
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Physical Education  -  Our PE classes are taught by Mrs.  Alexandra

Smith (a nat iv i ty alumna) who has AA cert i f icat ions in phys ical

education, health,  elementary education, chemistry,  biology

and general  science. Students are taught the MS Department of

Education Object ives for  PE in K-6 and exceed the required

amount of t ime for PE throughout the school week.  

Library and Computer Lab  -  Nat iv i ty students receive weekly

l ibrary t ime with Mrs.  Judy Kavanagh, a cert i f ied teacher with

20+ years of exper ience.  In l ibrary,  students are introduced to

basic l ibrary sk i l l s  that reinforce classroom instruct ion, reading

ski l l s  are st rengthened through Accelerated Reader and

students are encouraged to develop a love of reading at a

young age s imply by being read to. 

Music  -  Music classes are taught by Mr.  Terry Maddox. Mr.

Maddox is  also the Minister  of Music and Director of F ine Arts  for

Nativ i ty Cathedral  par ish.  Our school choir  di rected by Mr.  Terry

and Mrs.  Burke, lead the music at al l  school masses and at the

cathedral  twice a month. They have also been asked to perform

at several  city events.

Art  -  Students in grades 1-6 enjoy creat ing drawings,  pottery,  3D

models,  and much more with Mrs.  Z ina Puzz.  As an art i s t  hersel f ,

Mrs.  Puzz has a way of nurtur ing the art i s t ic abi l i t ies in each

student.  From creat ing t-shi r t  des igns,  to Chr istmas ornaments,

to impress ionist ic drawings,  our students learn to share their

talents with others!  

Nat iv i ty BVM Cathol ic School has a r ich history of special  area

classes.  Studies have shown that when schools  remove phys ical

education, music,  art  and restr ict  recess and play, student

emotional and mental  health suffers .  Our special  area classes are

designed with the overal l  health of our students in mind, as wel l  as

to encourage their  love of school.
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SPECIAL AREA CLASSES



TECHNOLOGY

Grade K-6 students have indiv idual Chromebooks to

supplement the curr iculum with web-based learning tools .  

Each educator has a Promethean Active-Board in their

classroom. These boards al low for interact ive learning and use

of onl ine components of our textbooks.  

Grades K3-6th have weekly classes with our technology

instructor,  Mrs.  Judy Kavanagh, a cert i f ied teacher with 20+

years of exper ience. In the computer lab, students focus on

computer programming ( including Scratch & Code.org),

keyboard/typing sk i l l s ,  research sk i l l s  and website evaluat ion.

Grades 4-6 learn to use Google Classroom for submitt ing

ass ignments,  a sk i l l  necessary for  middle and high school.  

6th grade has Oculus Quest VR headsets which al low them to

vis i t  the Internat ional Space Stat ion, explore the universe, r ide

rol ler  coasters and vis i t  biomes around the wor ld.

Each parent has access to FACTS, our student information

system. Here you can view grades,  add funds to lunch

accounts,  and pay tuit ion. 

Teachers use ClassDojo to communicate with parents v ia

pictures and instant messaging.

There is  a closed Facebook group for fami ly members and

fr iends and each grade has i ts  own closed group.

There is  no doubt that technology plays a v i tal  role in a student 's

education. Nat iv i ty BVM Cathol ic School uses technology as one

of many tools  to enhance student learning and to keep parents

informed. However,  we bel ieve there is  no subst i tute for in-person

lessons and meetings,  smal l  group work,  and hands-on instruct ion.

Technology highl ights at our school include:
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THE ARTS

"Every child is an artist..." -Pablo Picasso 



Children's Choir  (Grades 2-6)

Sing at School and Cathedral

masses and special  events 

2 choir  concerts a year

Cantor Academy (Grades 3-6)

L i turgy Music Leaders

Pr ivate Music Lessons (Al l  ages)

Guitar,  band instruments,  voice 

Arts Al ive! Drama Club (Grades 4-6)

Fal l ,  Christmas, & Spring

Performances

         piano & more 



CLUBS, HONORS
& ACTIVITIES

National  E lementary Honor Society
Chapter  Charter  #5025 (grades 5-6)   
Boys & Gir ls  Basketbal l  (grades 2-6)
Cheer leading (grades 1-6)
F lag Footbal l  (grades 1-4)
Tackle Footbal l  (grades 5&6)
Track Team (grades 1-6)
Gir l  Scouts (grades K-6)
Cub Scouts (grades K-6)
Robot ics Team (grades 4-6)
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NEXT STEP

APPLY NOW TO BECOME A

NATIVITY SAINT
www.nativ i tybvm.org

Admiss ions

Regist rat ion

Appl icat ion for Admiss ion (NEW

students only)
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thank you for visiting nativity bvm catholic school!
Should you have any questions, please contact our principal:

Traci Kessler

tkessler@nativitybvm.org

228-432-2269





